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What a Wonderful Wlnter”

For our youth, January, February and March were filled with \
spiritual growth, new experiences, and a lot of fun! Our field &=

trips included outings to the Holocaust museum, Rice Univer- T
sity Campus, and the Melcher Center for Public Broadcasting. —

Program topics included forgiveness, discipleship, and preju-
dice. Additionally, we were treated to a wonderful musical
performance by Kelton and the Light, a youth gospel group.
Finally, we ended with a fantastic retreat at Carolina Creek

Christian Camp in Hunstville, TX. Our theme for the weekend
was being an Ultimate Follower of Christ.

Throughout all of our activities and programs, we continued to
deepen the relationships with our youth that are essential to

the spiritual transformation we are striving for. As always, Just A Thought _: Did you know that it only
none of our programs would be possible without the involve- | costs $24 a week to provide one student with all that
ment and leadership of our faithful volunteers. For the winter | Hope for Youth has to offer for a full year? From
months, our volunteers included Nicole Abner, Javier Ayala, weekend programs and educational assistance tQ
Mary Ayala, Conrad Cane, Scott Brown, Blake Coleman, Weblk mentoring and summer camp, we are able to effgc-
Crunk, Rita Hord, Melissa James, Beth Muntz, Don Nestling, | tively minister to atrisk youth only through your

Douglas Roberts, Stephan Shaw, Crystal Smith, Reginald generous support. If you are not currently giving
Spottsville, Atwell Williams, and Todd Payton. For more infor- | financially, would you consider a gift of $24 a wegk
mation on how you too can get involved, please see the article | (or any other amount) to partner with us in bringing
on volunteering later in this newsletter. the Hope of Christ to the youth we serve?

HFY Graduate to be an Aggie!!

One of the greatest accomplishments we are blessed to be a part of is seeing our
students graduate high school with the desire and ability to further their education
whether it be in college or vocational school. For the majority of our youth, they
will be the first in their family to pursue that goal.

Carishna Jones (center of photo) has been a part of Hope for Youth since 6th
grade. She was introduced to the ministry by her older sisters, Detra and Cheryl
(left and right) who were also very active in Hope for Youth when they were in
school. Carishna currently attends Barbara Jordan High School and has had her
sights set on Texas A&M for a few years.

With graduation just around the corner, we were excited to learn that Carishna will be foIIowmg in her sister
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her to reach her goal of graduation but she has a great start with over $40,000 in scholj# R %
ships to help ease the financial burden. )
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and application process, and develop the life skills necessary to be on their own.
College Prep will start back in Sept. 2009 and we look forward to helping many more stu-f
dents further their education.
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Every summer since 1992,
Hope for Youth has been
taking students toKids
Across America camp just
outside of Branson, Missouri.
Kids Across America
ministers to atrisk and
disadvantaged youth from
across the country.

Summer Camp is Coming Soon!!
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Would you consider sponsoring
~ one or more youth this summer?

X If so, you would be partnering with

L A
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' organizations like Memorial Drive

. graciously donated to enable us to
. bring a memorable summer to

| youth who would not otherwise

" have the

The majority of our youth " chance to
have never traveled outside | just be kids!
of Texas, swam in a Iak_e_, bes If you cur-
ona Or_)pesbcm:c_rse, par|t|C|— _ ‘rently give,
pated in a bonfire, or slept in please con-

a cabin! These and many more experiences await
them each summer.

In late July, Hope for Youth will be taking our youth to
camp. With all of these experiences and a week fo-
cused solely on their relationship with Christ, they
have one memorable week ahead of them.

The cost to send one student to camp is $270. Our goal
this year is to be able to take 55.

Welcome Back Wendy Toups!

When you call the HFY phone
number, the voice on the

other end will sound familiar

to many of you! Wendy

Toups was the Executive
Director of Hope For Youth
from July 2001 until Septem-
ber 2006. Wendy and her
husband have returned from
working in Japan for the past
two years along with their two little girls, 2 year old
Meagan and 4 month old Emily.

As the new Ministry Coordinator, she will be responsi-
ble for the day to day operations of the ministry, pro-
gram logistics, volunteer coordination, and grant writ-
ing.

If you have a chance, give Wendy a call. There are
many exciting ways to get involved this coming sum-
mer and fall and she looks forward to getting each of
you plugged in!

sider an additional onetime in-

crease specifically for camp. If

you are currently not giving, per-

haps this is an opportunity for

you to get involved in what Hope

For Youth is doing for our kids! We and all the youth
thank you in advance for your generosity!

| United Methodist Church who have

Raise Money While Shopping
$1160 & OCAO OI OOA Ui O
when you check out at the store. One percent of you
total purchase will come back to Hope for Youth.
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At Kroger, just have them scan your charity card
with our name on it.

If you do not have a card or have misplaced yours,
please contact us either by phone or email
and we will mail you another one.

Every dollar adds up and you can make your money ¢
further by shopping for Hope for Youth!
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Financial Summary
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August 3t. We have an overall annual budget of
$102,000 to meet the needs of the ministry.

Through the end of March, we have received $45,211
in donations leaving us with a need 0$56,589 for the
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remaining five months.




